
 

I -80 / SAN PABLO DAM ROAD INTERCHANGE IMPROVEMENTS  
 

LLL ooocccaaattt iii ooonnn   MMM aaappp   
EEExxxiii sssttt iii nnnggg   CCCooonnndddiii ttt iii ooonnnsss:::    

The existing San Pablo Dam Road over I-80 is a narrow 4-lane (2 lanes each direction) bridge 
with no shoulders or turn lanes.  There are currently narrow sidewalks on both sides of the 
bridge.  The bridge vertical clearance above I-80 is below current Caltrans standards which 
makes it prone to accidents.  During peak periods, traffic backups extend in both directions on 
San Pablo Dam Road.   Left turns into Amador Street are currently not allowed from San Pablo 
Dam Road westbound direction resulting in unnecessary out-of-the-way travel.  To the north of 
the I-80/San Pablo Dam Road lies the El Portal Drive interchange, which consists of an isolated 
(separated from interchange) westbound on-ramp and a partial diamond interchange that are 
separated by a 2500-foot-long frontage road that runs parallel to I-80. The partial interchange 
(missing one or more ramps) consists of a westbound off-ramp and eastbound on- and off-
ramps, which are connected by the El Portal Drive undercrossing. To the south of the I-80/San 
Pablo Dam Road, an isolated off-ramp serves McBryde Avenue. The close proximity of El 
Portal Drive westbound on-ramp and McBryde Avenue off-ramp contributes to the congestion 
on the freeway and interferes with access to and from the San Pablo Dam Road. 
 
There is an existing pedestrian bridge on I-80 that serves the Riverside Elementary School. The 
over-crossing is located east of the terminus of Riverside Avenue and is connected to the 


