











details of requirements of traffic studies. The Technical Procedures require a traffic study to use
CCTALOS for local streets. Measure J specifically does not set standards for local street
operation. The CCTALOS requirement creates “quasi” countywide local intersection LOS
standards which is exactly what was eliminated by Measure J. The references to CCTALOS
should be removed in The Implementation Guide and Technical Procedures.

19. Page 42 — First line amend to read, “may approve a General Plan amendment without
consequences,-only if ...” '

20. Page 42 - First bullet — Because the requirement is the effect on MTSOs, GMP required
General Plan amendment traffic studies should not have to include any local street analysis.

21. Page 43 — Second paragraph in section 4.4. We don’t see the value in sending a notice at the
time of completion of the environmental document. We suggest revising Resolution 92-03-G.

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the Draft Implementation Guide for Measure J.
Please do not hesitate to consult with the TRANSPAC TAC and staff if you have questions
regarding our comments.

Sincerely,

David E. Durant
TRANSPAC Chair

cc: TRANSPAC Representatives (packet mailing)
TRANSPAC TAC and staff
Gayle B. Uilkema, Chair, SWAT
Will Casey, Chair, TRANSPLAN
Sharon Brown, Chair, WCCTAC
Robert McCleary, Paul Maxwell, Martin Engelmann,
Arielle Bourgart, Peter Engel,
Hisham Noeimi, Danice Rosenbohm, CCTA
Christina Atienza, Executive Director, WCCTAC
John Cunningham, TRANSPLAN
Andy Dillard, SWAT _
Steve Wallace, City of Pleasant Hill
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September 16, 2008

Homnorable Dave Hudson, Chair
Contra Costa Transportation Authority
3478 Buskirk Avenue, Suite [00
Pleasant Hill, CA 94523

Honorable Chair Hudson,

On September 16, 2008, the Board of Supervisors authorized me to sign this letter of comment on the Action
Plan Updates that are being prepared by the Contra Costa Transportation Authority as part of the Measure J
Growth Management Program. The letter was prepared following discussion by the Board of a variety of
issues emerging from the Action Plan Update process. It is our understanding that the Authority is
considering sponsoring a workshop on the Action Plan Updates to address concerns raised by the
representatives of the County and others. The Board of Supervisors supports such a workshop and requests it
inchude discussion of the following issues:

¢ Ensure Action Plan requirements for tratfic studies are consistent with the requirements of the California
Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) that local jurisdictions must follow in their review of the potential
traffic impacts from development projects. Concerns have been raised regarding the application of
“gateway constraints” in the travel forecasts prepared for Regional Routes. The application of this
methodology needs to be sufficiently evaluated to determine if its use can be defended in environmental
studies. Without consistent requirements, local jurisdictions may end up preparing one traftic study to
comply with the Authority’s Growth Management Program and another traffic study to comply with their
obligations under CEQA and local planning regulations.

¢ Ensure that the Action Plan requirements provide sufficient flexibility for local jurisdictions to balance
the goals of minimizing traffic congestion on Regilonal Routes with other planning goals such as
community preservation, redevelopment, and support of the urban himit line policies. The long range
travel forecasts for year 2030 show growth in traffic volumes on regional routes well beyond the forecasts
used in earlier Action Plans, and there are fewer transportation projects planned that will significantly
increase the capacity on these regional routes. In some communities, further efforts to reduce traffic
congestion would bring about unwanted road expansion projects. In other communities, further efforts to
reduce traffic congestion may conflict with policies to accommodate growth without expanding urban
limit lines or to reduce greenhouse gas emissions. The Authority’s Growth Management Program should
encourage local jurisdictions to fairly and openly balance competing planning objectives when evaluating
development projects without putting their eligibility for Measure ] revenue at risk.
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The Board of Supervisors believes that Measure J as approved by the voters provides the Authority with
sufficient flexibility to address these issues. Solutions can be developed through careful review of the growth
management policies adopted by the Authority, rather than changes to Measure J itseif. The Board of
Supervisors offer the County’s cooperation in working with your commissioners to ensure Measure J
provides not only effective growth management but also enhances and adds value to the planning efforts of
local jurisdictions.

Sincerely,

Feéer&f D. Glover, Chair

Contra Costa County
Board of Supervisors
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